
Applicant name:  

Jonas & Danielle Sappington

968 E. Elm Ave.

Salt Lake City, UT 84106


Letter of Explanation: 
We would like to request that this alley be vacated for the following reasons:


• Improved Community.  Having been inspired by several new, strong and stylish homes 
built in our neighborhood, and having a growing family of 4 children, we desire to rebuild 
our home and add an ADU on the south end of our property.  With the alley vacated, we 
would have several more feet to make this possible, as our current lot is not large enough 
to accommodate a suitable ADU.  We have plans to build a home that would compliment 
and add appeal to our growing area of the city while keeping family life active and evident. 


• Neighborhood Unity.   All potentially affected owners are aware that this application brings 
to light the structures currently in the alley and the risk of them being lost to those that use 
them.  We have spoken at length with one another about win-win resolutions regarding the 
land gained by each of us if the alley is vacated.  We are all willing to risk the transparency 
of the situation to reach a more beneficial situation for all.  


• Safety.  We and several other neighborhood homeowners have noticed the major 
difference between the level of safety in and around our alley and the alleys near us.  The 
alley in the block east of us has already been vacated and reports no safety concerns.  Our 
alley is not vacated but allows no thru-traffic because of the structures mentioned above 
and also experiences no safety concerns.  The alley in the block west of us, however, is not 
vacated and is a through-alley.  This alley has been and is now extremely unsafe for 
pedestrians.  We hear remarkable stories of crime and vandalizing on a regular basis and 
see daily for ourselves the transient campsites and drug paraphernalia in the gravel.  We 
are all apprehensive of this situation spreading to our block if ours became a through-alley.  
Conversely, nicer homes and ADUs might improve the safety of the entire neighborhood :)


• Research.  We have reached out to the Transportation and learned that there are no plans 
for our particular alley.  We have also consulted with the Engineering Department at length 
about the implications of the vacation. 


We truly believe that vacating this alley would be a smart and valuable improvement to our area 
by strengthening our community in the short and long term.


Thank you for your consideration,


Jonas & Danielle Sappington




Applicant name:  

Jonas & Danielle Sappington

968 E. Elm Ave.

Salt Lake City, UT 84106


Alley Vacation Proposal—City Policy Satisfaction Statement 

In considering the proposed partial alley vacation, we would like to address the city policies found in 
Chapter 14.52.020. 


A. Lack of Use:  The section of the alley we have requested be vacated is physically blocked by a 
variety of structures that renders it unusable as a public right of way.  These structures include 
sheds, a brick garage and variety of fencing.  These materials have been blocking this portion of 
the alley for at least 15 years.  Upon on-site inspection by multiple city personnel, it is evident that 
a thru-alley does not exist.*  The unblocked portion of the alley is a dead end and is used for 
Rocky Mountain Power utility access and as a personal driveway for one resident.  (Our proposal 
is to keep this unblocked portion public).  This situation is visible through satellite imagery.  In 
addition, surrounding alleyways are no longer used by sanitation services.                                                                                       
*We were advised at our pre-application meeting to reach out to Transportation and Engineering.  
As a result, city engineers visited our block and have seen the alley’s current status.  


B. Public Safety:  Right now, the obstructions in the alley blur several homeowner property lines, 
making us unable to build upon or safely seal our yards.   If the alley is vacated, as proposed, we 
and the other affected owners intend to clarify and construct safe boundaries between us and the 
rest of the alley.   If our alley is not vacated and the current, illegal  obstructions are removed, it will 
expose our alley to severe safety concerns that exist in the thru-alley immediately west of our 
block, between the streets of 9th East and Lincoln.  Those safety concerns include theft, 
vandalism and burglary.   Our neighbors have witnessed burglars with flashlights entering through 
the roof of a business of that alley in the middle of the night.  A home which borders this alley was 
twice invaded by the thru-alley’s wandering population and endure persistent theft.  These 
examples represent only a fraction of the severity of crime that goes on in this neglected space. In 
addition, constant signs of illegal drug use and vandalism are prevalent.  Besides being completely 
dark and too narrow for vehicle and foot traffic to coexist, this roadway is unsafe for pedestrian 
use due to insanitary waste, used needles and deteriorating structures—all created and/or 
intensified by the transient activity.  Despite their close proximity, there is a stark contrast between 
the public safety conditions of our partial alley verses the sadly deteriorated state of the thru-alley 
west of us.      


C. Urban Design:  Vacating the alley empowers homeowners to develop the wasted space behind 
their homes.  Personally, we plan to build a new home and use the additional space for an 
accessory dwelling unit.  This would allow for increased housing and conform nicely with the 
current projects on our block, such as the vacated alley immediately east of us with new homes 
and major development.   


D. Community Purpose: While we would not be using the vacated space for a neighborhood garden 
or play area, we do believe that resident-cared-for property would be visually appealing and 
inspire positive community growth. 


It is difficult to convey all of the details that contribute to making this decision. As homeowners, we 
have done our best and are unified in our perspective.  We would love for you to visit our alley or ask 
us for any additional information you think we could provide.   Thank you.







Applicant name:  

Jonas & Danielle Sappington

968 E. Elm Ave.

Salt Lake City, UT 84106


Written description of of proposed alley vacation 

The alley 155’ in length from east to west and 16’ in width from north to south, between 
parcels 1620137004000, 1620137005000, and 1620137006000 on the north boundary 
and 1620137023000 and 1620137018000* on the south boundary and 1000 East on 
the east boundary as further illustrated/highlighted on the attached Salt Lake County 
Sidwell map.


*A small portion (1.5’) of this property borders the proposed vacation in order to make a 
clean line.







